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1 The OECD Strategy on Development: Towards a 

new narrative for PCD 



The OECD Strategy on Development:  
An ambitious mandate on PCD  

In May 2012 Ministers called on the OECD to:  

• Develop evidence-based analyses. 

• Develop indicators to monitor progress.  

• Apply a PCD lens to key global issues  (food security, illicit financial flows, green growth).  

• Promote dialogue with developing countries and key stakeholders. 

• Foster coherence for development throughout the OECD and its Committees.  

With a view to… “Strengthen Members’ capacities to design 
policies consistent with development” 

OECD (2012) “OECD Strategy on Development“ [ C/MIN(2012)6] 



PCD in the OECD Strategy on Development (lessons learnt)  

• Apply an “issues-based” approach to PCD 
focus on common challenges (e.g. food 
security).   

• Go beyond institutional mechanisms, and take 
into account international level coordination. 

• Move away from a donor-centered approach  
(engage key actors).  

• Adopt more proactive approaches based on 
synergies across sectors (beyond “do-no 
harm”).  

• Recognise the importance of PCD across all 
levels  (local, national regional, and global).  

• Shift the focus from sectoral to cross-sectoral 
approaches. 

• Recognise role of PCD to inform policy making, 
not prescribe  (Identify win-win scenarios to 
engage in dialogue on common solutions)  

OECD (2014) “Looking ahead to global development beyond 2015: Lessons learnt from the initial implementation phase of the OECD Strategy on Development [C/MIN(2014)13] 
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The Three Building Blocks for PCD 

“The OECD has developed good practice guidance on institutional mechanisms 

but experience has shown that this is not sufficient to translate into greater PCD.” 
 

OECD Strategy on Development (2012) 
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by other policy 
tools 
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 allows for an approach that transcends single-sector boundaries. 
 informs on policy trade-offs, linkages and synergies  with implications for the “here and now”,  

“tomorrow” and “elsewhere”. 
 



A new framework for analysing PCSD 
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Foster synergies  

(economic, social and environmental) 

Reconcile policy objectives (domestic – 
international) & Identify trade-offs 

Address the negative spillovers of policies 

is an approach and a policy tool to integrate the economic, social, 

environmental, and governance dimensions of sustainable development at all 
stages of domestic and international policy making. 

PCSD  
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A new definition adapted to the post-2015 Framework 
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Source: OECD (2014) Better Policies for Development 2014: Policy Coherence and Illicit Financial Flows, OECD Publishing. 



Curbing illicit financial flows 

Challenge:  
 
Every year, huge sums of money (exceeding ODA and FDI) that could be used to finance health 
and education services, formal job creation and productive investment, are transferred out of 
developing countries illegally.  
 
OWG Proposed Target:  
 
16.4  by 2030 significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen recovery and return 
of stolen assets, and combat all forms of organized crime. 
 
Systemic conditions:  
 Weak institutions and lack of capacities in origin countries to identify, track and fight IFFs  
 Tax havens / secrecy jurisdictions in recipient countries. 
 Transnational corruption  
 
Required enablers 
 
 A more transparent global tax system 
 Clean business environment  
 Capacity development  
 Consistency with international conventions and standards related to IFFs 
 

Applying a broader approach to PCD (1)  



Curbing illicit financial flows 

 
Policy implications: 
 
The phenomena of IFFs concern multiple policy areas. From crime control to regulations 
in the financial sector, and tax regimes, its implications require cross-sectoral and cross-
national responses, and entail a shared responsibility by all countries.  
 
 OECD countries must respond to their share of responsibilities to make illegal money 

transfer more difficult; increase the use of automatic exchange of tax information; 
fight bribery; and identify and return illegally transferred funds.     
 

 Developing countries should focus on improving governance, and building 
accountability and effective institutions. 
 

 Coherence needed not only between countries, but also between the private and 
public domains in different sectors. 

 
 Coordinated and collective action is required (UN System, G20, OECD) 

Applying a broader approach to PCD (2)  



Coherence in the Post-2015 Agenda 3 



Proposal by the UN Open Working Group (OWG)  

OWG Mandate (a proposal for SDGs) 
 
• Address in a balanced way all three dimensions of sustainable development 
• universally applicable to all countries 
• take into account different national realities 
• focused on priority areas for achievement of sustainable development 

 
The OWG’s proposal will be the main basis for integrating sustainable 
development goals into the post-2015 development agenda.  

 
Proposed SDGs 
 
• Evidence based, but political compromise 
• 17 SDGs – 169 targets – all of global nature  (62 targets on MOI) 
• An indivisible set of global priorities for sustainable development (SDG 

Framework) 
 
 
 
 
 

Includes a target to “enhance policy coherence for sustainable development” 
under Goal 17, as one of the MOI for the whole SDG framework  



17 SDGs 

1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere. 

2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved 

nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture. 

3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all 

ages. 

4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 

and promote life-long learning opportunities for all. 

5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women 

and girls. 

6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of 

water and sanitation for all. 

7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and 

modern energy for all. 

8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth, full and productive employment 

and decent work for all. 

9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and 

sustainable industrialization and foster innovation. 

 

10. Reduce inequality within and among countries.  

11. Make cities and human settlements  inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable.  

12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production 

patterns. 

13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its 

impacts. 

14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and 

marine resources for sustainable development.  

15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 

terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 

combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 

degradation and halt  biodiversity loss. 

16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for 

sustainable development, provide access to justice 

for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels. 

17. Strengthen the means of implementation and 

revitalize the global partnership for sustainable 

development 

Outcome Document of the UN Open Working Group  on Sustainable Development Goals, July 2014. 



Three dimensions of sustainable development in the SDGs 

Means of Implementation 
(MOI) 

Targets on MOI 

Goals and Targets 
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Source: adapted from  the presentation by Amb. Csaba Kőrösi, PR of Hungary to UN: “From SDGs to Post-2015 Agenda” at the OECD in Paris on October 7th, 2014. 

 



Some implications for our work on PCD 

Achieving the targets: aggregated results of the 
local, national, regional actions.  
(New concept: requires coherence at and between 
multiple levels) 
 

Integration of SDGs into national strategies and 
planning  

Not a new concept: National SD strategies, already 
in Agenda 21 

 

Real challenges lies in coherent, integrated cross-
sectoral strategies  (Work still done in silo at all levels)  

Need to improve cross-ministry collaboration and whole-of-
government/whole-of-society approaches 

 
to rethink:  
Do our PCD efforts support Sustainable Development?  
Are our PCD national systems fit for purpose? 
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PCISD – An integral part of the MoI for the post-2015 Agenda 

Source: OECD (2014) Better Policies for Development 2014: Policy Coherence and Illicit Financial Flows, OECD Publishing. 



PCSD in the Post-2015 Agenda: Trade and Sustainable Dev. 

SDG Framework – Trade as SD enabler  

Source: adapted from  the presentation by Amb. Csaba Kőrösi, PR of Hungary to UN: “From SDGs to Post-2015 Agenda” at the OECD in Paris on October 7th, 2014. 

 



TARGETS GOALS 

2.b. correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions in world agricultural 
markets including by the parallel elimination of all forms of agricultural export 
subsidies and all export measures with equivalent effect, in accordance with the 
mandate of the Doha Development Round  

2. End hunger, achieve 
food security and 
improved nutrition and 
promote sustainable 
agriculture 2.c. adopt measures to ensure the proper functioning of food commodity markets 

and their derivatives, and facilitate timely access to market information, including 
on food reserves, in order to help limit extreme food price volatility 

8.a. increase Aid for Trade support for developing countries, particularly LDCs, 
including through the Enhanced Integrated Framework for LDCs 

8. Promote sustained, 
inclusive and 
sustainable economic 
growth, full and 
productive employment 
and decent work for all  

10.a. implement the principle of special and differential treatment for developing 
countries, in particular least developed countries, in accordance with WTO 
agreements 

10. Reduce inequality 
within and among 
countries 

SDG targets related to trade rules (1)  



TARGETS GOALS 

12.c. rationalize inefficient fossil fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption 
by removing market distortions, in accordance with national circumstances, including 
by restructuring taxation and phasing out those harmful subsidies, where they exist, to 
reflect their environmental impacts, taking fully into account the specific needs and 
conditions of developing countries and minimizing the possible adverse impacts on 
their development in a manner that protects the poor and the affected communities 

12. Ensure 
sustainable 
consumption and 
production 
patterns  

14.6 by 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to 
overcapacity and overfishing, and eliminate subsidies that contribute to IUU fishing, 
and refrain from introducing new such subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and 
effective special and differential treatment for developing and least developed 
countries should be an integral part of the WTO fisheries subsidies negotiation* (taking 
into account ongoing WTO negotiations and WTO Doha Development Agenda and 
Hong Kong Ministerial Mandate) 

14. Conserve and 
sustainably use 
the oceans, seas 
and marine 
resources for 
sustainable 
development  

17.10 promote a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable 
multilateral trading system under the WTO including through the conclusion of 
negotiations within its Doha Development Agenda  
 

17. Strengthen the 
means of 
implementation 
and revitalize the 
global partnership 
for sustainable 
development 

17.12 realize timely implementation of duty-free, quota-free market access on a lasting 
basis for all least developed countries consistent with WTO decisions, including 
through ensuring that preferential rules of origin applicable to imports from LDCs are 
transparent and simple, and contribute to facilitating market access 

SDG targets related to trade rules (2)  



Goal Target 

3.  Ensure healthy lives and 

promote well-being for all at all 

ages 

3.b. support research and development of vaccines and medicines for the communicable and non-

communicable diseases that primarily affect developing countries, provide access to affordable 

essential medicines and vaccines, in accordance with the Doha Declaration which affirms the right of 

developing countries to use to the full the provisions in the TRIPS agreement regarding flexibilities to 

protect public health and, in particular, provide access to medicines for all 

7.  Ensure access to affordable, 

reliable, sustainable, and 

modern energy for all  

7.a. by 2030 enhance international cooperation to facilitate access to clean energy research and 

technologies, including renewable energy, energy efficiency, and advanced and cleaner fossil fuel 

technologies, and promote investment in energy infrastructure and clean energy technologies 

9. Build resilient infrastructure, 

promote inclusive and 

sustainable industrialization 

and foster innovation 

  

9.1. develop quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient infrastructure, including regional and trans-

border infrastructure, to support economic development and human well-being, with a focus on 

affordable and equitable access for all 

9.b. support domestic technology development, research and innovation in developing countries 

including by ensuring a conducive policy environment for inter alia industrial diversification and value 

addition to commodities 

10. Reduce inequality within 

and among countries 

  

  

10.7. facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of people, including 

through implementation of planned and well-managed migration policies 

10.b. encourage ODA and financial flows, including foreign direct investment, to states where the 

need is greatest, in particular LDCs, African countries, SIDS, and LLDCs, in accordance with their 

national plans and programmes 

10.c. by 2030, reduce to less than 3% the transaction costs of migrant remittances and eliminate 

remittance corridors with costs higher than 5% 

Other SDG trade-related targets (enabling conditions) 



Goal Target 

12. Ensure sustainable consumption 

and production patterns  

12.8 by 2030 ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and awareness for 

sustainable development and lifestyles in harmony with nature  

15. Protect, restore and promote 

sustainable use of terrestrial 

ecosystems, sustainably manage 

forests, combat desertification, and 

halt and reverse land degradation and 

halt  

biodiversity loss 

  

  

15.6 ensure fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic 

resources, and promote appropriate access to genetic resources 

15.7 take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna, 

and address both demand and supply of illegal wildlife products 

15.c. enhance global support to efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, 

including by increasing the capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood 

opportunities 

16. Promote peaceful and inclusive 

societies for sustainable 

development, provide access to 

justice for all and build effective, 

accountable and inclusive institutions 

at all levels 

16.4 by 2030 significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen recovery and return 

of stolen assets, and combat all forms of organized crime 

17. Strengthen the means of 

implementation and revitalize the 

global partnership for sustainable 

development 

  

  

17.5 adopt and implement investment promotion regimes for LDCs 

17.6 enhance North-South, South-South and triangular regional and international cooperation 

on and access to science, technology and innovation, and enhance knowledge sharing on 

mutually agreed terms, including through improved coordination among existing mechanisms, 

particularly at UN level, and through a global technology facilitation mechanism when agreed 

17.7 promote development, transfer, dissemination and diffusion of environmentally sound 

technologies to developing countries on favourable terms, including on concessional and 

preferential terms, as mutually agreed 

Other SDG trade-related targets (enabling conditions) 



OECD can support your efforts 

• Strengthening of PCD tools – Revision and expansion of the PCD 
Framework 
feedback from Finland on FS module; new module on IFFs; other country pilots 

• Applying a PCD lens to key issues – PCD Flagship report  
 Thematic chapter; chapter on national experiences; emerging PCD issues; towards a monitoring matrix 

• Developing monitoring tools – PCD indicators  
Food security, Illicit financial flows, and green growth, dialogue, enabling environment 

• Disseminating evidence-based analysis – Policy brief series: 
Coherence for Development (CODE) 

 NTMs; ITCs, fisheries and aquaculture; Responsible Business Conduct; Competition Policy 

• Fostering dialogue and knowledge sharing on PCD  



THANK YOU! 


